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Ti MAY V said once for tfl that there cm be no
ohieetion v. lint t-- i - m

eral good "soldiers of the common good," is a phrase
NX someone used. Service tor someone beside oursehre! a

the most broadening experience we can have. It surrounds
our natural individualism with a wide circle of "otherism."

When a man lives only for himself, thinks only of himself, he is in
danger of human dry-ro- t. So. then, imagine that wc had a system
of conscript ion by which young men should be drafted for a year
of training and service.

Their training would consist in all the things a young man
ought tO know. The authorities had to do all that when they
called the army in 1917. but they had not time to do it thoroughly,

were calling those young men for another purpose than to
make them more valuable to their country. But under real "uni-
versal training" for constructive national service, these young fel-

lows, taken at an age when they can either be bent for life or
straightened up for life, would be trained to be fine bodies. And
then they would be trained to be fine, alert, steady minds. And
then they would be trained to be useful, willing servant! of so-

ciety at large.
The nation is suffering from a house famine. Suppose we had an

army of 500,000 or a million men who could do for the homeless
of the United States what small detachments of our army are do-

ing for the homeless of France and Belgium.

Sometimes the health of the nation suffers, and thousands of
deaths and measureless sorrow could be prevented if Ottly we had
an army of public servants who coold go in and do the things neces-

sary to halt the plague and abolish it from the stricken section for-

ever, Most ol the work of this kind that is being done now is de-

pendent on the volunteers of science and the volunteers of hu-

manitarian sympathy. Why could it not be done by conscripts of
the nation whose conscription would be a noble and ennobling
initiation into the greatness of public service?

LEAVE for greed and private interest to do many of theWK which we ought to do for ourselves as a collective in-

terest. If we did them we should not only have, as a nation, the
profit of them when accomplished, but we should also have the
training and experience of having performed I constructive act
as a public service.

More than that, we tired "universal training" in economic facts.
The over-reachi- ng ambitions of speculative capital as well as the
unreasonable demands of irresponsible labor are both due to ig-

norance of the economic basis of business. Nobod) can get more
out of a business than the business can produce, and irfy ev-

erybody thinks he can. Speculative capital wants more, labor wants
more; the source of raw material wants more and the purchasing
public wants more and the poor business that tries to satisfy them
all succeeds ir, satisfying none, and in the end destroys itself.

The family has to be trained that it cannot live beyond hs

father's income, and presently even the children. kmW that; but

the public never Seem! to learn that it cannot have more than it

pn duces.
It we had "universal training" in the faCtl of economic Of I

we should keep our affairs on a more even krel most of the tunc.
There would be none of this utterly false belief that onl 1 state
oi war can keep the balance between the various parties tO produc-

tion. That theory is nothing but militarism without a uniform. 1!

is introducing into economic life all the destructive fallacies which

make war the colossal stupidity which it is.

There are dangerous interests in our country which are very

active in trying tO pro;. agate a "universal training' 111 economic un-

truths. The world has just been treated to the spectacle of one

whole nation practically ruined so far as its economic organization

is concerned, because the forces of unrest and ignorance had a

tuall succeeded in getting I real MUniversal training" of the people

in wrong notion! Of things. No doubt the people were sincere, but

even sincerity dot s not change the tacts. And in this country the

same danger threatens, that the people will be trained m a theOT)

Of economic life which is false, ami which the ma not discOVCf to

be fait! Utttil they work it and sutler rum from it unless, oi COOTSC,

a better "universal training" intervenes to prevent that.

Our whole " 111cru aniation" work ought to go deeper than

proficienci in English, knowledge of our governmental structure and

loyalt) to the Hag . it ought to deal with the deep foundations of

moral, social snd economic soundness Well-ground- ed in the na

tuicot things as the are. the American people would be so "um
versally trained" in the truth that they would be defended against
the attractive half truths which are current everywhere tOtlaj

"'vi ii uiucrMi ITS Rimy, Mr
SQOQtr we rteOfaiie that tact and gel dnwii to M.Mstruc- -

tiN details, thr better it will br for thr country and the people
jfc untry. It then jg tJtything of which our nation shows an

increasing d.uiy need it is "universal training," and enough energy
- watted m debates ttpon the point to start thr whole program and

give it a strong push toward success
W have a sort of "universal training" now. Our system of

elementary education is that. We require that every child shall be
trained In the use of figure and letters We do this in order that
the native intelligence of the people may be difeloped and then
liberated into usefulness. 1 duration is mostly the giving of the
"know how" to minds that arc capable of doing, once they know.

We are insisting on that in our industrirs. too. Ability to read
and write is an Important factor in obtaining safety in our industrial
Operation! Safetj can be taught; much of it can be taught by
print: but if the factory personnel cannot read, of what use is the
print : So we establish schools in our factories in order that men

.
;

I read and write, and thus be brought into contact
with printed information, A mind without command over figures
and letters is like a country without postal or telegraph service:
communication is very slow and difficult.

We have entered upon campaigns in which we try to bring
'universal training" to a city or state with regard to health. There

are certain diseases, like tuberculosis and typhoid, which may be as
to tally exterminated as rattlesnakes have been. Hut it cannot be
done until all the people cooperate. And in order to
they must be instructed. And so we enter upon campaigns of

and Wt ran measure the results very accurately. When
we mobilize public on for any of these activities, we see
the success of it almost immediately.

The principle of "universal training." then, is quite firmly estab-

lished in our common life.
The difficult) and dissension arises when we try to determine

just what form thai universal training shall take.
Some men say, "We ought to train everybody to shoot." and so

they make the slogan read thus: "universal military training."
Shooting h admittedly not a productive art. We don't use it in

our daily business. Million! of people get along very nicely with-

out ever tiring or even owning a gun. Indeed, there have been

great campaign! of education against the use of guns. We teach
boyi that tO use guns on birds is a vrry destructive sport, which

costs the nation dearly in loss of bird service to our crops. We

have lass prohibiting the use ol guns 00 birds whose plumage at-

tracts the milliner. It yoO tire a gun in your illage street, the

village marshal will apprehend you and the village justice of the

peace will fine you. The skilful usr of firearms may be an ad-

mirable accomplishment, but the COOCCnsUI ol public opinion in our

families, in our neighborhoods, in our cities, in our states, is that
tin- - fewer guns there are, the safer it is. Indeed, our social sense

is s i much against guns that if you if caught carrying one with-

out a special permit the authorities will consider you I questionable

haracter.

without further arguing that it lias been threshed OUt

BUT fully on both sides the way to determine what form

our "universal training" should take is to ISCertatfl in what par-

ticulars our people most need to be trained. That w ill need to

be trained in the use ol oar faculties goes without saying; and we

have the SChooli for that. That we need to be trained in respect

for law is also agreed; and we have public Opinion and t lie laws

for that.
Hut there are other needs for training which most peopll iTC

always taming about, but which they seldom consider as proper

subjects lor "universal training"'
We 1ner1cans are too individualistic. That is a rathel imootfl

and KnOtfenSIVC way of saying we are selfish. The selfish man is

atway! Ml individualist. If the individualist isn't ilwayi personally

selfish, the effect of his attitude is the same.

We need universal training in teamwork. That is one of the

itglimailtl the militarists put forth, that military training tea, lies

teamwork True. Hut asq work whuh ingagci large pumberi of

man hi COaamoa object will tram them In teamwork Militarism

is teamwork with a JiStrtlCtlf I object UsVl it possible to get th

of teamwork with I COO
mflN degree, yes, even a higher degree

structi - ! Cfl '

It would be a splendid thing if young men could be drafted

into the public SCnriO! tor year, for discipline in serving the gen


